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in terms not sufficiently courteous, he gained for himself a
dangerous enemy at the Court.
And it was through the good offices of these Monte-
negrins that Philippe gained access to the Grand Dukes,
and later to their Majesties. Empress Alexandra was on
intimate terms with none of the female members of the
Imperial family except those Montenegrin women, who
were to her a cross between bosom-friends and chamber-
maids. For months Philippe secretly lived in St. Peters-
burg and in the Summer residences of his high patrons*
Consultations and mystic seances were continuously going
on there with the participation of their Majesties, the
Grand Dukes, and their Montenegrin wives.
While in Russia, Philippe was ,in the care of the Court
Commandant, Adjutant-General Hesse, who, just like the
present commandant, had his own secret service.    Hesse
found it necessary to  inquire  from   Rachkovski   about
Philippe's personality.   Rachkovski drew up a report which
presented Philippe as the charlatan that he was.    This
report he brought with him to St. Petersburg, when he came
there on business.   Before submitting it to Hesse, he read
it to Sipyagin.   The latter told him that officially he knew
nothing of the report, inasmuch as it was not addressed to
him.   Privately, he advised Rachkovski to throw it into
the fire which was burning on the hearth.   Nevertheless,
Rachkovski did submit the report.   With Plehve's appoint-
ment to the ministerial post, Rachkovski was dismissed
and forbidden to reside in Paris and, if I remember rightly,
in France generally.   Plehve explained to me that he had
been forced to do this.   Hesse made every effort to protect
Rachkovski, but in vain.   Under Trepov's regime, how-
ever, which was a sort of dictatorship, Rachkovski was
again summoned to occupy an important post in the Police
Department.
Since Philippe did not succeed in getting a diploma in